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Novel with a strong
local flavour

R. Madhavan Nair

ROZHINODE: How clreumstanc-
es transform an individual is
the central theme of Jyothi
Menon's malden novel The
Angel of God.

Apart from its theme and
gripping action, the novel in
English will be of special in-
terest to the people of Kerala
in general and Koghikode in
particular since some of the
turning points in the story
take place in the city and its
suburbs.

Besides the local celour im-
parted by its miliew, the novel
also gets a strong local favour
because of the titles of some
of its chapters - Kallai; Bey-

pore; Chavakkad; Parappu-
ram 'I‘haravad. Beach Hotel,
Valisngadi, to name a few.

The Angel of God was re-
lensed by writer and social
aritic Zacharinh for readers in
Kerala at a function arranged
by the Calicut Cultural Fo-
rum recently,

Kozhikode flavour of the
novel will not be a surprise to
those who know the author
well; for, she s a native of
Tiruvannur in Koxhikode and
studied av St Joseph's Anglo
Indian Girls School and Za-
morin’s  Guruvavurappan
College. i

Though she studied engi-
neering subjects, Jyothi has
gince switched her profes-
sional interest to human rels-
tions, It is ofter trying her
hand in writing books on hu-
man resources that Jyothi
turned to writing fiction.

Said Jyothi Menon about
her experience in writing The
Angel of God- “This work took
me seven years to complete; it
is o wiork whose main theme
is that of transformation,”

Her novel is about Moosa
BhnLhn :rrimiml bi;.rn iIn:u the
wam poverty in shums in
Mumbai, who emerges as an
underworld don and his
transformation into the angel
of God. -

*The book is not a celehra-
tion of his power, his wealth -
but how he vses both to trens-
form the lives of those who
surmound him.™ says the au-
thor.

About how cirenmstances
change an individual, Jyothi,
a senior vice-president (HR)
in a subsidiary of Standard
Chartered Bank in Chennal
says: “People, [ believe, conie
towork not only becouse they
must - but also bechuse they
seek a personal transforma-
tion. 1t is In the disappoint-
ment of that transformation
not materialising that many
people quit jobs to seek other
opportunities.”

“In this belief & embedded
the seeds of The Ange! of Gl
- the very sime angel that we
all seek to discover in order to
transform our Hves Lo mirror
the closely held dreama that
we cherish within our
hearts,” she said.

Jyothi has plans to write
mare books. One, which she
has co-authored with her
hustand Bobby Menon, who
is also'an HR professional, ts
almost ready. She is planning
to publish it in Malayatam.

Another book that she is
planning to write Is for chil-
dren. “This also has transfor-
muntional characterigtics
implanted into the advice
that o magical goldfish pro-
vides a young boy." sald
Jyothi. A Tew flm-makers
have evinced interest in The
Angel of God.



